Fate Panel

Objective: TLW (the learner will) learn to participate on a panel. TLW research and discuss their findings on a topic that applies to today as well as in history. TLW critical think about the topic selected and share their thoughts. TLW learn how to answer and ask questions of a panel. 

The Fate Panel is another way to dig into the controversial social issues of the 20th century. The first thing that must be done is to select the topics that you want to talk about in your panel. Here are topics I selected: 

1900-1910 Social Equality

1910-1920 Should we go to war in Europe? 

1920-1930 What makes an ideal immigrant? 

1930-1940 Should the government be responsible for the poor? 

1940-1950 Do we have a responsibility for evil done around us? 

1950-1960 How has technology changed us as a people group? 

1960-1970 Should we spend money on space exploration? 

1970-1980 Should capital punishment be legal in the United States? 

1980-1990 How can we stop the use of illegal drugs? 

After each topic is selected you must pick the students who will be the experts on the conditions then and today. The students will participate in one of the panels with 2 other students. Here is how it looks on paper. 

I. Select 3 students per panel and give them their date so they can be prepared. 

II. Go out on campus and interview like 10 students as well as like 2 teachers on the topic of the day. 

III. Post online questions for the students to answer during the panel as well as etiquette for a panel discussion. 

Here are the questions for the Social Equality topic? 

Social Equality: What is the Best way for us to get social Equality? 

What was done in the 1900's to help social equality become more equal? How are we doing today with social equality? What are three ways social equality can be brought to our campus or the 21st century? How has social equality affected you in FATE in the 1900's? Where do see social equality going in the next 100 years? 

Make sure research and know what was going on then as well as now regarding social equality. You will need to turn in a memo, a bibliography page and printouts of stuff that helped get you ready for the panel.

IV. Make the video with an intro as well as outtakes at the end, the students really like them. The video should be about 10 minutes long total. 

V. Do research yourself on the topic and prepare a 3x5 card of questions for the panel, this should last about 20 minutes. 

VI. Here is how class goes: 


a. Show video


b. Have discussion while encouraging others to take notes. 


c. Have students in the audience ask questions


d. Having closing remarks from the 3 on the panel. 
PANEL DISCUSSION RULES
* One member  (the panel leader) begins by greeting the audience, announcing the topic and introducing all the panel members or having them introduce themselves.

* The panel leader then begins the discussion or explains which panel member will begin.

* The panel member with the spotlight gives his or her presentation, remembering that the audience is being addressed.

* After a panel member's initial presentation, if it is appropriate, the members of the panel may add comments or questions. Comments may be made to the panel member who presented or to the audience, but it should be clear who is being addressed. Questions for the panel member are appropriate, but questions for the audience, if appropriate, should only come from the panel leader.

* Additional comments or questions may be added at the discretion of the panel leader, who is responsible for moving along the presentation.

* All members of the panel should give attention to panel speakers or audience members who are speaking, keeping side comments to a minimum and never doing anything to keep the focus from the current speaker. Even intense boredom should not keep all panel members from looking interested at the speaker and showing verbal and non-verbal respect. 

* Panel members should not do paperwork during another speaker's presentation, other than to jot down a quick note or thought.

* Disagreements among panel members are acceptable, if respectfully handled and not couched in personal attacks.

* Panel members should be aware of the time allotted for their section and adhere to that time.

* Very rarely should a panel member interrupt the speaker, even to correct errors. If an interruption is absolutely necessary, it should be addressed to the panel leader  ("Excuse me, Mr. Leader, but I would like to make sure that Mr. Speaker's comment about rain in July is accurate. I believe the amount should be .2 inches, not 200 inches.")

* At the conclusion of the presentations and questions from the audience (if appropriate), the panel leader should summarize if appropriate, and thank the panel and audience.

