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WHAT IS HISTORY project

“A (person) needs to feel the rhythms of the earth; he needs to have in hand something real--the tiller of a boat, a set of reins, the roughness of rope, or simply a shovel. Can man live all his days to keep his fingernails clean and trim? Is that what a boy or girl dreams of?” -DH Lawerence
The most critical element of history is people and what they dream. Whether it be World History or American History, people and their dreams are what make these subjects interesting and worth reading about. Without people and dreams, the desire and drive to CHANGE our world for the better would not be possible.

One reason PEOPLE magazine and Oprah are so popular is that they are people-centered, just as the human interest story is the story that sells. It is also about how people have fulfilled their dreams and what they have done to get to that point. It is truly amazing how each and every one of us has so many gifts and talents, some of which we will never know. 

This project is about PEOPLE and their DREAMS, the human interest of people we study throughout this year. Each one of you will get to pick ONE person who will be your man or woman that you will be the authority on during our class.. 

There are five main elements of this project. 

ELEMENT 1: READ A BIOGRAPHY: Each student must pick a biography that is at lest _____ pages long and written for high school or adult readers. The book must be teacher approved and must relate to a chapter in the textbook that we will be studying. Each of you will get to sign up for a chapter/time period in history from which you will choose a person about which to report. Reports will be given each Friday.

ELEMENT 2: WRITE A MEMO: We will learn how to write a memo in the proper format during the first few days of class. The memo will discuss why the persons chosen was selected and the relationship between the chosen person and the unit in the textbook he or she matches. The memo is due on September _______.

ELEMENT 3: PRESENT AN ORAL PRESENTATION: Here are the 3 critical content elements that I will be looking for in the ORAL presentation part of this project. I will be giving you info on how to give a speech in class so do not stress about that. 

a. PEOPLE: Answer the following questions. 

1. How did he/she live? 

2. What were his/her faults? 

3. Discuss his/her childhood

4. Who were his/her influences? 

5. From What do he/she derive their strength from? 

b. PASSION: Answer the following questions.

1. What stirred his/her heart to greatness? 

2. Who did he/she love? How did that go? 

3. Were there any distractions? 

c. PAST: Answer the following questions. 

1. Explain 3-5 major contributions to history and the causes and effect (long and short term) or this person.                  

ELEMENT 4: THIS IS THE SECOND PART OF ELEMET 3

For this element each of you will have to create a 10 slide powerpoint presentation for your oral biography project in addition to downloading a 3-4 minute youtube video using one of the converters on my site. For the powerpoint you will need to use each of the questions as a guide in creating your powerpoint slide. Each slide should have at least 1 picture and 3 bullets with limited amount of writing for the reader. Too much text distracts the class from what they are doing during the presentation, and too little does not give enough info to have a solid presentation. For the youtube video each of you will need to go through the process of converting one video and inserting the video into the last slide of your presentation. The completed product including your video should be approximately 10 minutes total and no less than 8 minutes. 
ELEMENT 5: WRITE AN ESSAY

Using the proper format of a multi-paragraph essay with two body paragraphs, create an essay that addresses your person’s character and commonality. This will be done in MLA format. 

For the first body paragraph, use the list on the next page to choose three words that describe the character traits of the person you chose to learn about. In the paragraph use specific facts from the person’s life that show why the three words you have chosen truly describe the character traits of the person  that you picked.

For the second body paragraph, choose two things that the person you picked had in common with most of the persons in the community or country in which the person lived and one thing that was not held in common with peers in the community or country. Use specific facts to show how the person you chose had things in common and yet, in some cases, did not have things in common with those who lived around him or her.

DEADLINES: 

ELEMENT 1: 10 points (homework points) 

ELEMENT 2: 20 points (homework points) 

ELEMENT 3: 50 points (project points)

ELEMENT 4: 25 points (project points) 

ELEMENT 5: Essay final copy 

OUTLINE: 20 points (hw points) 

ROUGH DRAFT FOR ESSAY: 25 points ( hw points) 

ESSAY FINAL COPY: 100 points (project points)
{see attached for list of character}

